
 

How to use Pod Talk:  
Talking through the Bible during the week helps us practice what we are learning. Read the Sunday Bible passage, 
discuss what you notice, share what God is inviting you to apply to your life, and wrap up with prayer. (SOAP)  

 
Sermon Main Idea:  
God determines the values in His Kingdom, and He values grace and generosity over merit and comparison.  

Introduction:  
1. Why do people compare themselves to others? What does it accomplish? 
2. When have you not been given what you rightfully deserved or earned? How did you feel? 

SOAP: 

Scripture | read Matthew 20:1-16 and relate last week’s daily bible readings 

Observation | what do we notice? what stands out? 

1. What is the setting for the parable? What are the disciples concerned about? (19:16-30) 

2. What saying does Jesus bracket the parable with? Why? (19:30, 20:16)  

3. What are the main components of the parable? (20:1-15) 

4. Why do the workers hired first get upset? (20:9-12)  

5. What explanation does the Landowner give them? (20:13-15)  

6. How does the parable explain the saying, “So the last will be first, and the first will be last?” 

Application | what can we apply to our life today?  

1. What do we learn about God and His Kingdom from the parable and proverb? 

2. Do you relate more to the workers hired first, or the workers hired last? Why?  

3. What are some ways in which you feel that God has not been fair with you? 

4. Are you aware of ways that you compare yourself to others? What can you do about that? 

5. How can you display God’s Kingdom values of grace and generosity this week? 

6. This week how can you keep going further Up, in your relationship with God? In, in your relationship 
with those in the church? Or, Out, in your relationship with those outside the church?  

Prayer | ask God to help you live out your application 
 

Last Week’s Daily Bible Readings  
Monday, 3/11 – Psalm 32:1-2 
Tuesday, 3/12 – Matthew 14:1-12 
Wednesday, 3/13 – Matthew 14:34-15:9 
Thursday, 3/14 – Matthew 15:10-20 
 

Friday, 3/15 – Matthew 15:21-28 
Saturday, 3/16 – Matthew 15:29-39  
Sunday, 3/17 – Matthew 20:1-16 

       Matthew 20:1-16 – “Upside Down Values”    3/17/19 

 


