
 

 
 

 

“Life Together—With Jesus, With Each Other, With Our Neighbor” 

Riverside Covenant Church Annual Report  
May 17, 2026 

Year in Review (Pastor Ara) 

To the faithful community at Riverside Covenant Church… I am once again humbled and thankful to be 
called to be your pastor.  This August will bring the conclusion of my fifth year here at Riverside, and I am 
blessed to be a part of this wonderful community. 

We concluded the latter half of 2025 by finishing our theme of Lavish Generosity.  We looked at the 
themes of charity, compassion, and assurance as it pertains to our faith and following Jesus.  The theme is 
marked by the wonderful and colorful quilt put together by Jamie Jones on display in our fellowship area. 

In this 2026 year, we have moved to the theme of lampstand as found in the book of Revelation.  
Churches are understood to be lampstands; places where the light of Christ is being lifted up.  We are 
spending this year exploring that theme and considering how Riverside is called to be a lampstand to the 
community around us as we pursue Jesus together. 

This past year we celebrated new life in Christ as we baptized 4 individuals at our yearly river service at 
Fort Ouiatenon and 1 individual during church services.  We also celebrated 2 individuals in their desire to 
affirm through baptismal waters. In addition, we welcomed 5 individuals into our church in membership 
during our worship services throughout the year. Thanks be to God for new life in Christ, and new 
membership at Riverside. 

Also, this year, we were blessed to be able to start Group 56, a monthly gathering for our 5th and 6th 
graders.  Myself along with Amanda Braund and Bryan Clouse helped lead 15 tweens each week in games, 
Bible Study, and small group discussion.  It was a wonderful bridge between RiverKids and Youth Group and 
we hope to continue on next year.  

As we move into the rest of 2026, may we continue to consider the lampstand, and our churches role 
as carriers of Christ’s light into this world. 

RiverKids (Melissa Polk) 

We've had a lot of fun learning who God is over the past year in RiverKids. Each week I take the main 
idea of the sermon for the adults and, based around that main idea, plan lessons and activities for the kids. 
(Yes, even while we study the book of Revelation!) My hope is that having common ground for parents and 
children helps facilitate discussions at home.  

Every week RiverKids needs at least four people to come spend time with the children. That doesn't 
always happen, and then I combine classes and adjust lesson plans to work with what we have, but it changes 
the dynamic. Combined classes are larger and have to accommodate the youngest in the room. In order to 
foster connection with age-appropriate stories and activities, RiverKids needs volunteers! Come talk to me if 



 

you might be willing to help sometimes. You'll get to see how chapters in Revelation become a lesson for 
preschoolers. It's fun! 

I am thankful for all of our volunteers who are already investing in these kids! To each of you: Thank 
you! Because I can't be in three classrooms at once.  

Youth (Luke Wickline) 

Myself, Pastor Ara, and a few volunteer college students have helped in facilitating youth group 
gatherings on Sunday afternoons after church. The youth group gatherings would include games, worship, 
Bible study time, and small group time.  

As a team, Pastor Ara and myself lead Journey and Odyssey groups. I led Journey, which consisted of 
seven 7th graders and an 8th grader who completed an Old Testament course. Pastor Ara led Odyssey, a New 
Testament course with students in 9-12th grade. Students in both Odyssey and Journey would read books, 
examine scripture, and discuss how to apply the readings in their daily lives.  

In January, the youth group partook in Winter Camp at Covenant Harbor. The students learned more 
about King David and the power within us with God on our side. During winter camp, students participated in 
games against other youth groups, attended 2 learning sessions (unfortunately we had to leave early due to a 
snowstorm), and spent quality time together as a group.  

Throughout the year, the students were involved in volunteering in activities such as the 5k at Camp 
Tecumseh, raking leaves at the church, filling Easter eggs with candy, and setting up the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  

There were also other fun activities sprinkled in throughout the semester, such as the camp out at 
Camp Tecumseh and our Journey Trip to Joshua House.  

We are thankful to all of the parents and leaders who have continued to support our middle and high 
school students.  

Women (Kim Wood) 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  

and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) 
 

“Seek Him First” has been our theme for the 2025-2026 year. Where do we turn in tough 
times? Who do we turn to for guidance in the midst of confusion or when big decisions need to 
be made? What does it even mean to “Seek Him First”?! As we’ve met together at various 
events and Bible studies, we’ve placed this theme before us as a reminder to seek God first in 
all that we do. 
 

The Women’s Ministry’s Leadership Team consists of Jen Burnette, Lauren Dorn, Jamie Jones, 
Brandi Moeschberger, and Kim Wood. 
 

Here’s a recap of our past year: 
• June/July/August 2025 – pool nights at Leanna Giltmier’s home 
• August – Ice Cream Social at the Moeschberger’s barn 
• October – Fall Brunch with Crystal Kirgiss: Paradoxes of the Faith 
• November – Women’s Retreat with ECC at Camp Tecumseh 
• December – Socks and Songs Christmas Event (gift exchange, cookies, and singing) 



 

• February – Potluck Dinner and Bingo 
• April – Pottery and Unfinished Projects Night 
 

We continued our two women’s Bible studies – Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening. 
In the fall session (September -December), we studied the Gospel of Matthew and during the 
spring semester (January – May) we studied Psalms 61-90. 
 

We will be meeting together as a team for our annual planning retreat in June or July and look 
forward to seeing what God has in store for us this coming year. 
 

Worship (Mike Tetrault) 
Reflecting on this past year at Riverside Covenant Church, I am filled with gratitude for the work God is 

doing in our midst. It has been a fruitful and productive season for the Worship Ministry. As we have gathered 
week after week to worship in spirit and in truth, I have been encouraged and blessed to witness the ways 
God is moving among us. 

One area of growth this year has been within our volunteer teams. We were thrilled to welcome three 
new members to the tech booth: Gerry White, Joe Braund, and Amanda Braund. Their willingness to serve has 
been a vital answer to prayer. Building this team is particularly crucial right now, as several of our key long-
term tech volunteers are at or nearing graduation. Having a group of skilled individuals ensures that our 
services will continue to be accessible and engaging both in-person and online. 

Regarding our physical infrastructure, this year brought both a challenge and an eventual victory. We 
initially faced a setback with our planned audio-visual system updates when our original contractor, Sound 
Advice, was unable to implement the necessary changes on a viable timeline. However, this delay ultimately 
led us to a more comprehensive solution. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Pastor Ara and Bobby Dorn, along 
with valuable input from Everette Mills, we were able to partner with a new contractor, ForceTech. 

ForceTech is currently completing a holistic overhaul of our system. Rather than simply patching old 
problems, they are replacing failing components and installing high-quality pieces that will serve Riverside well 
into the future. While this project is more involved and required a larger financial investment than we had 
planned in last year’s exploration, the progress and scope of the work are well worth it. We are building a 
foundation for excellence in our worship environment for years to come. 

Beyond the technical aspects, the heart of this ministry remains its people. It has been a huge 
encouragement to see the continued faithfulness of our long-term volunteers. It is also encouraging to see 
team members step into new leadership roles. In particular, it has been wonderful to see Karsten Mohn lead 
worship several times this year. Watching that gift grow and flourish in him has been a highlight for our entire 
team. 

On a personal note, this winter was a painful season for me as I lost my father to cancer. During that 
difficult time, Riverside’s love was tangible and abundantly evident. It meant the world to have so many team 
members step in and cover all the needed tasks in the midst of my uncertain schedule. This ministry is more 
than just a list of tasks; it is a team that carries one another’s burdens. 

As previously announced, I will be stepping down from my role as worship leader at the end of June. 
This milestone marks 10 years and one month of serving at Riverside—a journey that has been a blessing 
every step of the way. While I am leaving this staff position, I am excited to remain a part of this body and 



 

continue participating as a volunteer under the capable leadership of Becky Wellner. I am confident that God 
will continue to do great things among us, for He is always faithful to complete the good work He began. 

 

Finances 
 

Category 2025-2026 
Budget 

2026-2027 
Budget 

Percent Change 

200 Administration $66,569 $68,144 2.4% 

300 Staff Wages $187,306 $231,036 23.3% 

400 Staff Benefits $55,309 $60,314 9.0% 

500 Program Supplies $19,935 $15,600 -21.7% 

600 Missions $28,812 $31,224 8.4% 

Total Budget $357,931 $406,318 13.5% 

 
200 - Administration: building insurance, maintenance/repair, equipment, utilities, and administrative supplies. 
300 - Staff Wages: Wages for all full time and part time church staff 
400 - Staff Benefits: Health insurance, retirement, payroll expenses, etc. 
500 - Program Supplies: Program supplies for RiverKids, PODs, Youth, Worship, Fellowship area, and other church 
related events. 
600 - Missions: Missionary Support, Community Missions, Denominational Support. 
 
As of 4/30/2026. Fiscal year ends 6/30/2026. 
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membership at Riverside. 

Also, this year, we were blessed to be able to start Group 56, a monthly gathering for our 5th and 6th 
graders.  Myself along with Amanda Braund and Bryan Clouse helped lead 15 tweens each week in games, 
Bible Study, and small group discussion.  It was a wonderful bridge between RiverKids and Youth Group and 
we hope to continue on next year.  

As we move into the rest of 2026, may we continue to consider the lampstand, and our churches role 
as carriers of Christ’s light into this world. 

RiverKids (Melissa Polk) 

We've had a lot of fun learning who God is over the past year in RiverKids. Each week I take the main 
idea of the sermon for the adults and, based around that main idea, plan lessons and activities for the kids. 
(Yes, even while we study the book of Revelation!) My hope is that having common ground for parents and 
children helps facilitate discussions at home.  

Every week RiverKids needs at least four people to come spend time with the children. That doesn't 
always happen, and then I combine classes and adjust lesson plans to work with what we have, but it changes 
the dynamic. Combined classes are larger and have to accommodate the youngest in the room. In order to 
foster connection with age-appropriate stories and activities, RiverKids needs volunteers! Come talk to me if 



 

you might be willing to help sometimes. You'll get to see how chapters in Revelation become a lesson for 
preschoolers. It's fun! 

I am thankful for all of our volunteers who are already investing in these kids! To each of you: Thank 
you! Because I can't be in three classrooms at once.  

Youth (Luke Wickline) 

Myself, Pastor Ara, and a few volunteer college students have helped in facilitating youth group 
gatherings on Sunday afternoons after church. The youth group gatherings would include games, worship, 
Bible study time, and small group time.  

As a team, Pastor Ara and myself lead Journey and Odyssey groups. I led Journey, which consisted of 
seven 7th graders and an 8th grader who completed an Old Testament course. Pastor Ara led Odyssey, a New 
Testament course with students in 9-12th grade. Students in both Odyssey and Journey would read books, 
examine scripture, and discuss how to apply the readings in their daily lives.  

In January, the youth group partook in Winter Camp at Covenant Harbor. The students learned more 
about King David and the power within us with God on our side. During winter camp, students participated in 
games against other youth groups, attended 2 learning sessions (unfortunately we had to leave early due to a 
snowstorm), and spent quality time together as a group.  

Throughout the year, the students were involved in volunteering in activities such as the 5k at Camp 
Tecumseh, raking leaves at the church, filling Easter eggs with candy, and setting up the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  

There were also other fun activities sprinkled in throughout the semester, such as the camp out at 
Camp Tecumseh and our Journey Trip to Joshua House.  

We are thankful to all of the parents and leaders who have continued to support our middle and high 
school students.  

Women (Kim Wood) 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  

and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) 
 

“Seek Him First” has been our theme for the 2025-2026 year. Where do we turn in tough 
times? Who do we turn to for guidance in the midst of confusion or when big decisions need to 
be made? What does it even mean to “Seek Him First”?! As we’ve met together at various 
events and Bible studies, we’ve placed this theme before us as a reminder to seek God first in 
all that we do. 
 

The Women’s Ministry’s Leadership Team consists of Jen Burnette, Lauren Dorn, Jamie Jones, 
Brandi Moeschberger, and Kim Wood. 
 

Here’s a recap of our past year: 
• June/July/August 2025 – pool nights at Leanna Giltmier’s home 
• August – Ice Cream Social at the Moeschberger’s barn 
• October – Fall Brunch with Crystal Kirgiss: Paradoxes of the Faith 
• November – Women’s Retreat with ECC at Camp Tecumseh 
• December – Socks and Songs Christmas Event (gift exchange, cookies, and singing) 



 

• February – Potluck Dinner and Bingo 
• April – Pottery and Unfinished Projects Night 
 

We continued our two women’s Bible studies – Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening. 
In the fall session (September -December), we studied the Gospel of Matthew and during the 
spring semester (January – May) we studied Psalms 61-90. 
 

We will be meeting together as a team for our annual planning retreat in June or July and look 
forward to seeing what God has in store for us this coming year. 
 

Worship (Mike Tetrault) 
Reflecting on this past year at Riverside Covenant Church, I am filled with gratitude for the work God is 

doing in our midst. It has been a fruitful and productive season for the Worship Ministry. As we have gathered 
week after week to worship in spirit and in truth, I have been encouraged and blessed to witness the ways 
God is moving among us. 

One area of growth this year has been within our volunteer teams. We were thrilled to welcome three 
new members to the tech booth: Gerry White, Joe Braund, and Amanda Braund. Their willingness to serve has 
been a vital answer to prayer. Building this team is particularly crucial right now, as several of our key long-
term tech volunteers are at or nearing graduation. Having a group of skilled individuals ensures that our 
services will continue to be accessible and engaging both in-person and online. 

Regarding our physical infrastructure, this year brought both a challenge and an eventual victory. We 
initially faced a setback with our planned audio-visual system updates when our original contractor, Sound 
Advice, was unable to implement the necessary changes on a viable timeline. However, this delay ultimately 
led us to a more comprehensive solution. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Pastor Ara and Bobby Dorn, along 
with valuable input from Everette Mills, we were able to partner with a new contractor, ForceTech. 

ForceTech is currently completing a holistic overhaul of our system. Rather than simply patching old 
problems, they are replacing failing components and installing high-quality pieces that will serve Riverside well 
into the future. While this project is more involved and required a larger financial investment than we had 
planned in last year’s exploration, the progress and scope of the work are well worth it. We are building a 
foundation for excellence in our worship environment for years to come. 

Beyond the technical aspects, the heart of this ministry remains its people. It has been a huge 
encouragement to see the continued faithfulness of our long-term volunteers. It is also encouraging to see 
team members step into new leadership roles. In particular, it has been wonderful to see Karsten Mohn lead 
worship several times this year. Watching that gift grow and flourish in him has been a highlight for our entire 
team. 

On a personal note, this winter was a painful season for me as I lost my father to cancer. During that 
difficult time, Riverside’s love was tangible and abundantly evident. It meant the world to have so many team 
members step in and cover all the needed tasks in the midst of my uncertain schedule. This ministry is more 
than just a list of tasks; it is a team that carries one another’s burdens. 

As previously announced, I will be stepping down from my role as worship leader at the end of June. 
This milestone marks 10 years and one month of serving at Riverside—a journey that has been a blessing 
every step of the way. While I am leaving this staff position, I am excited to remain a part of this body and 



 

continue participating as a volunteer under the capable leadership of Becky Wellner. I am confident that God 
will continue to do great things among us, for He is always faithful to complete the good work He began. 

 

Finances 
 

Category 2025-2026 
Budget 

2026-2027 
Budget 

Percent Change 

200 Administration $66,569 $68,144 2.4% 

300 Staff Wages $187,306 $231,036 23.3% 

400 Staff Benefits $55,309 $60,314 9.0% 

500 Program Supplies $19,935 $15,600 -21.7% 

600 Missions $28,812 $31,224 8.4% 

Total Budget $357,931 $406,318 13.5% 

 
200 - Administration: building insurance, maintenance/repair, equipment, utilities, and administrative supplies. 
300 - Staff Wages: Wages for all full time and part time church staff 
400 - Staff Benefits: Health insurance, retirement, payroll expenses, etc. 
500 - Program Supplies: Program supplies for RiverKids, PODs, Youth, Worship, Fellowship area, and other church 
related events. 
600 - Missions: Missionary Support, Community Missions, Denominational Support. 
 
As of 4/30/2026. Fiscal year ends 6/30/2026. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

“Life Together—With Jesus, With Each Other, With Our Neighbor” 

Riverside Covenant Church Annual Report  
May 17, 2026 

Year in Review (Pastor Ara) 

To the faithful community at Riverside Covenant Church… I am once again humbled and thankful to be 
called to be your pastor.  This August will bring the conclusion of my fifth year here at Riverside, and I am 
blessed to be a part of this wonderful community. 

We concluded the latter half of 2025 by finishing our theme of Lavish Generosity.  We looked at the 
themes of charity, compassion, and assurance as it pertains to our faith and following Jesus.  The theme is 
marked by the wonderful and colorful quilt put together by Jamie Jones on display in our fellowship area. 

In this 2026 year, we have moved to the theme of lampstand as found in the book of Revelation.  
Churches are understood to be lampstands; places where the light of Christ is being lifted up.  We are 
spending this year exploring that theme and considering how Riverside is called to be a lampstand to the 
community around us as we pursue Jesus together. 

This past year we celebrated new life in Christ as we baptized 4 individuals at our yearly river service at 
Fort Ouiatenon and 1 individual during church services.  We also celebrated 2 individuals in their desire to 
affirm through baptismal waters. In addition, we welcomed 5 individuals into our church in membership 
during our worship services throughout the year. Thanks be to God for new life in Christ, and new 
membership at Riverside. 

Also, this year, we were blessed to be able to start Group 56, a monthly gathering for our 5th and 6th 
graders.  Myself along with Amanda Braund and Bryan Clouse helped lead 15 tweens each week in games, 
Bible Study, and small group discussion.  It was a wonderful bridge between RiverKids and Youth Group and 
we hope to continue on next year.  

As we move into the rest of 2026, may we continue to consider the lampstand, and our churches role 
as carriers of Christ’s light into this world. 

RiverKids (Melissa Polk) 

We've had a lot of fun learning who God is over the past year in RiverKids. Each week I take the main 
idea of the sermon for the adults and, based around that main idea, plan lessons and activities for the kids. 
(Yes, even while we study the book of Revelation!) My hope is that having common ground for parents and 
children helps facilitate discussions at home.  

Every week RiverKids needs at least four people to come spend time with the children. That doesn't 
always happen, and then I combine classes and adjust lesson plans to work with what we have, but it changes 
the dynamic. Combined classes are larger and have to accommodate the youngest in the room. In order to 
foster connection with age-appropriate stories and activities, RiverKids needs volunteers! Come talk to me if 



 

you might be willing to help sometimes. You'll get to see how chapters in Revelation become a lesson for 
preschoolers. It's fun! 

I am thankful for all of our volunteers who are already investing in these kids! To each of you: Thank 
you! Because I can't be in three classrooms at once.  

Youth (Luke Wickline) 

Myself, Pastor Ara, and a few volunteer college students have helped in facilitating youth group 
gatherings on Sunday afternoons after church. The youth group gatherings would include games, worship, 
Bible study time, and small group time.  

As a team, Pastor Ara and myself lead Journey and Odyssey groups. I led Journey, which consisted of 
seven 7th graders and an 8th grader who completed an Old Testament course. Pastor Ara led Odyssey, a New 
Testament course with students in 9-12th grade. Students in both Odyssey and Journey would read books, 
examine scripture, and discuss how to apply the readings in their daily lives.  

In January, the youth group partook in Winter Camp at Covenant Harbor. The students learned more 
about King David and the power within us with God on our side. During winter camp, students participated in 
games against other youth groups, attended 2 learning sessions (unfortunately we had to leave early due to a 
snowstorm), and spent quality time together as a group.  

Throughout the year, the students were involved in volunteering in activities such as the 5k at Camp 
Tecumseh, raking leaves at the church, filling Easter eggs with candy, and setting up the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  

There were also other fun activities sprinkled in throughout the semester, such as the camp out at 
Camp Tecumseh and our Journey Trip to Joshua House.  

We are thankful to all of the parents and leaders who have continued to support our middle and high 
school students.  

Women (Kim Wood) 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  

and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) 
 

“Seek Him First” has been our theme for the 2025-2026 year. Where do we turn in tough 
times? Who do we turn to for guidance in the midst of confusion or when big decisions need to 
be made? What does it even mean to “Seek Him First”?! As we’ve met together at various 
events and Bible studies, we’ve placed this theme before us as a reminder to seek God first in 
all that we do. 
 

The Women’s Ministry’s Leadership Team consists of Jen Burnette, Lauren Dorn, Jamie Jones, 
Brandi Moeschberger, and Kim Wood. 
 

Here’s a recap of our past year: 
• June/July/August 2025 – pool nights at Leanna Giltmier’s home 
• August – Ice Cream Social at the Moeschberger’s barn 
• October – Fall Brunch with Crystal Kirgiss: Paradoxes of the Faith 
• November – Women’s Retreat with ECC at Camp Tecumseh 
• December – Socks and Songs Christmas Event (gift exchange, cookies, and singing) 



 

• February – Potluck Dinner and Bingo 
• April – Pottery and Unfinished Projects Night 
 

We continued our two women’s Bible studies – Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening. 
In the fall session (September -December), we studied the Gospel of Matthew and during the 
spring semester (January – May) we studied Psalms 61-90. 
 

We will be meeting together as a team for our annual planning retreat in June or July and look 
forward to seeing what God has in store for us this coming year. 
 

Worship (Mike Tetrault) 
Reflecting on this past year at Riverside Covenant Church, I am filled with gratitude for the work God is 

doing in our midst. It has been a fruitful and productive season for the Worship Ministry. As we have gathered 
week after week to worship in spirit and in truth, I have been encouraged and blessed to witness the ways 
God is moving among us. 

One area of growth this year has been within our volunteer teams. We were thrilled to welcome three 
new members to the tech booth: Gerry White, Joe Braund, and Amanda Braund. Their willingness to serve has 
been a vital answer to prayer. Building this team is particularly crucial right now, as several of our key long-
term tech volunteers are at or nearing graduation. Having a group of skilled individuals ensures that our 
services will continue to be accessible and engaging both in-person and online. 

Regarding our physical infrastructure, this year brought both a challenge and an eventual victory. We 
initially faced a setback with our planned audio-visual system updates when our original contractor, Sound 
Advice, was unable to implement the necessary changes on a viable timeline. However, this delay ultimately 
led us to a more comprehensive solution. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Pastor Ara and Bobby Dorn, along 
with valuable input from Everette Mills, we were able to partner with a new contractor, ForceTech. 

ForceTech is currently completing a holistic overhaul of our system. Rather than simply patching old 
problems, they are replacing failing components and installing high-quality pieces that will serve Riverside well 
into the future. While this project is more involved and required a larger financial investment than we had 
planned in last year’s exploration, the progress and scope of the work are well worth it. We are building a 
foundation for excellence in our worship environment for years to come. 

Beyond the technical aspects, the heart of this ministry remains its people. It has been a huge 
encouragement to see the continued faithfulness of our long-term volunteers. It is also encouraging to see 
team members step into new leadership roles. In particular, it has been wonderful to see Karsten Mohn lead 
worship several times this year. Watching that gift grow and flourish in him has been a highlight for our entire 
team. 

On a personal note, this winter was a painful season for me as I lost my father to cancer. During that 
difficult time, Riverside’s love was tangible and abundantly evident. It meant the world to have so many team 
members step in and cover all the needed tasks in the midst of my uncertain schedule. This ministry is more 
than just a list of tasks; it is a team that carries one another’s burdens. 

As previously announced, I will be stepping down from my role as worship leader at the end of June. 
This milestone marks 10 years and one month of serving at Riverside—a journey that has been a blessing 
every step of the way. While I am leaving this staff position, I am excited to remain a part of this body and 



 

continue participating as a volunteer under the capable leadership of Becky Wellner. I am confident that God 
will continue to do great things among us, for He is always faithful to complete the good work He began. 
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Every week RiverKids needs at least four people to come spend time with the children. That doesn't 
always happen, and then I combine classes and adjust lesson plans to work with what we have, but it changes 
the dynamic. Combined classes are larger and have to accommodate the youngest in the room. In order to 
foster connection with age-appropriate stories and activities, RiverKids needs volunteers! Come talk to me if 



 

you might be willing to help sometimes. You'll get to see how chapters in Revelation become a lesson for 
preschoolers. It's fun! 

I am thankful for all of our volunteers who are already investing in these kids! To each of you: Thank 
you! Because I can't be in three classrooms at once.  

Youth (Luke Wickline) 

Myself, Pastor Ara, and a few volunteer college students have helped in facilitating youth group 
gatherings on Sunday afternoons after church. The youth group gatherings would include games, worship, 
Bible study time, and small group time.  

As a team, Pastor Ara and myself lead Journey and Odyssey groups. I led Journey, which consisted of 
seven 7th graders and an 8th grader who completed an Old Testament course. Pastor Ara led Odyssey, a New 
Testament course with students in 9-12th grade. Students in both Odyssey and Journey would read books, 
examine scripture, and discuss how to apply the readings in their daily lives.  

In January, the youth group partook in Winter Camp at Covenant Harbor. The students learned more 
about King David and the power within us with God on our side. During winter camp, students participated in 
games against other youth groups, attended 2 learning sessions (unfortunately we had to leave early due to a 
snowstorm), and spent quality time together as a group.  

Throughout the year, the students were involved in volunteering in activities such as the 5k at Camp 
Tecumseh, raking leaves at the church, filling Easter eggs with candy, and setting up the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  

There were also other fun activities sprinkled in throughout the semester, such as the camp out at 
Camp Tecumseh and our Journey Trip to Joshua House.  

We are thankful to all of the parents and leaders who have continued to support our middle and high 
school students.  

Women (Kim Wood) 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,  

and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) 
 

“Seek Him First” has been our theme for the 2025-2026 year. Where do we turn in tough 
times? Who do we turn to for guidance in the midst of confusion or when big decisions need to 
be made? What does it even mean to “Seek Him First”?! As we’ve met together at various 
events and Bible studies, we’ve placed this theme before us as a reminder to seek God first in 
all that we do. 
 

The Women’s Ministry’s Leadership Team consists of Jen Burnette, Lauren Dorn, Jamie Jones, 
Brandi Moeschberger, and Kim Wood. 
 

Here’s a recap of our past year: 
• June/July/August 2025 – pool nights at Leanna Giltmier’s home 
• August – Ice Cream Social at the Moeschberger’s barn 
• October – Fall Brunch with Crystal Kirgiss: Paradoxes of the Faith 
• November – Women’s Retreat with ECC at Camp Tecumseh 
• December – Socks and Songs Christmas Event (gift exchange, cookies, and singing) 



 

• February – Potluck Dinner and Bingo 
• April – Pottery and Unfinished Projects Night 
 

We continued our two women’s Bible studies – Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening. 
In the fall session (September -December), we studied the Gospel of Matthew and during the 
spring semester (January – May) we studied Psalms 61-90. 
 

We will be meeting together as a team for our annual planning retreat in June or July and look 
forward to seeing what God has in store for us this coming year. 
 

Worship (Mike Tetrault) 
Reflecting on this past year at Riverside Covenant Church, I am filled with gratitude for the work God is 

doing in our midst. It has been a fruitful and productive season for the Worship Ministry. As we have gathered 
week after week to worship in spirit and in truth, I have been encouraged and blessed to witness the ways 
God is moving among us. 

One area of growth this year has been within our volunteer teams. We were thrilled to welcome three 
new members to the tech booth: Gerry White, Joe Braund, and Amanda Braund. Their willingness to serve has 
been a vital answer to prayer. Building this team is particularly crucial right now, as several of our key long-
term tech volunteers are at or nearing graduation. Having a group of skilled individuals ensures that our 
services will continue to be accessible and engaging both in-person and online. 

Regarding our physical infrastructure, this year brought both a challenge and an eventual victory. We 
initially faced a setback with our planned audio-visual system updates when our original contractor, Sound 
Advice, was unable to implement the necessary changes on a viable timeline. However, this delay ultimately 
led us to a more comprehensive solution. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Pastor Ara and Bobby Dorn, along 
with valuable input from Everette Mills, we were able to partner with a new contractor, ForceTech. 

ForceTech is currently completing a holistic overhaul of our system. Rather than simply patching old 
problems, they are replacing failing components and installing high-quality pieces that will serve Riverside well 
into the future. While this project is more involved and required a larger financial investment than we had 
planned in last year’s exploration, the progress and scope of the work are well worth it. We are building a 
foundation for excellence in our worship environment for years to come. 

Beyond the technical aspects, the heart of this ministry remains its people. It has been a huge 
encouragement to see the continued faithfulness of our long-term volunteers. It is also encouraging to see 
team members step into new leadership roles. In particular, it has been wonderful to see Karsten Mohn lead 
worship several times this year. Watching that gift grow and flourish in him has been a highlight for our entire 
team. 

On a personal note, this winter was a painful season for me as I lost my father to cancer. During that 
difficult time, Riverside’s love was tangible and abundantly evident. It meant the world to have so many team 
members step in and cover all the needed tasks in the midst of my uncertain schedule. This ministry is more 
than just a list of tasks; it is a team that carries one another’s burdens. 

As previously announced, I will be stepping down from my role as worship leader at the end of June. 
This milestone marks 10 years and one month of serving at Riverside—a journey that has been a blessing 
every step of the way. While I am leaving this staff position, I am excited to remain a part of this body and 



 

continue participating as a volunteer under the capable leadership of Becky Wellner. I am confident that God 
will continue to do great things among us, for He is always faithful to complete the good work He began. 

 

Finances 
 

Category 2025-2026 
Budget 

2026-2027 
Budget 

Percent Change 

200 Administration $66,569 $68,144 2.4% 

300 Staff Wages $187,306 $231,036 23.3% 

400 Staff Benefits $55,309 $60,314 9.0% 

500 Program Supplies $19,935 $15,600 -21.7% 

600 Missions $28,812 $31,224 8.4% 

Total Budget $357,931 $406,318 13.5% 

 
200 - Administration: building insurance, maintenance/repair, equipment, utilities, and administrative supplies. 
300 - Staff Wages: Wages for all full time and part time church staff 
400 - Staff Benefits: Health insurance, retirement, payroll expenses, etc. 
500 - Program Supplies: Program supplies for RiverKids, PODs, Youth, Worship, Fellowship area, and other church 
related events. 
600 - Missions: Missionary Support, Community Missions, Denominational Support. 
 
As of 4/30/2026. Fiscal year ends 6/30/2026. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

“Life Together—With Jesus, With Each Other, With Our Neighbor” 

Riverside Covenant Church Annual Report  
May 17, 2026 

Year in Review (Pastor Ara) 

To the faithful community at Riverside Covenant Church… I am once again humbled and thankful to be 
called to be your pastor.  This August will bring the conclusion of my fifth year here at Riverside, and I am 
blessed to be a part of this wonderful community. 

We concluded the latter half of 2025 by finishing our theme of Lavish Generosity.  We looked at the 
themes of charity, compassion, and assurance as it pertains to our faith and following Jesus.  The theme is 
marked by the wonderful and colorful quilt put together by Jamie Jones on display in our fellowship area. 

In this 2026 year, we have moved to the theme of lampstand as found in the book of Revelation.  
Churches are understood to be lampstands; places where the light of Christ is being lifted up.  We are 
spending this year exploring that theme and considering how Riverside is called to be a lampstand to the 
community around us as we pursue Jesus together. 

This past year we celebrated new life in Christ as we baptized 4 individuals at our yearly river service at 
Fort Ouiatenon and 1 individual during church services.  We also celebrated 2 individuals in their desire to 
affirm through baptismal waters. In addition, we welcomed 5 individuals into our church in membership 
during our worship services throughout the year. Thanks be to God for new life in Christ, and new 
membership at Riverside. 

Also, this year, we were blessed to be able to start Group 56, a monthly gathering for our 5th and 6th 
graders.  Myself along with Amanda Braund and Bryan Clouse helped lead 15 tweens each week in games, 
Bible Study, and small group discussion.  It was a wonderful bridge between RiverKids and Youth Group and 
we hope to continue on next year.  

As we move into the rest of 2026, may we continue to consider the lampstand, and our churches role 
as carriers of Christ’s light into this world. 

RiverKids (Melissa Polk) 

We've had a lot of fun learning who God is over the past year in RiverKids. Each week I take the main 
idea of the sermon for the adults and, based around that main idea, plan lessons and activities for the kids. 
(Yes, even while we study the book of Revelation!) My hope is that having common ground for parents and 
children helps facilitate discussions at home.  

Every week RiverKids needs at least four people to come spend time with the children. That doesn't 
always happen, and then I combine classes and adjust lesson plans to work with what we have, but it changes 
the dynamic. Combined classes are larger and have to accommodate the youngest in the room. In order to 
foster connection with age-appropriate stories and activities, RiverKids needs volunteers! Come talk to me if 



 

you might be willing to help sometimes. You'll get to see how chapters in Revelation become a lesson for 
preschoolers. It's fun! 

I am thankful for all of our volunteers who are already investing in these kids! To each of you: Thank 
you! Because I can't be in three classrooms at once.  
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Myself, Pastor Ara, and a few volunteer college students have helped in facilitating youth group 
gatherings on Sunday afternoons after church. The youth group gatherings would include games, worship, 
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As a team, Pastor Ara and myself lead Journey and Odyssey groups. I led Journey, which consisted of 
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Testament course with students in 9-12th grade. Students in both Odyssey and Journey would read books, 
examine scripture, and discuss how to apply the readings in their daily lives.  

In January, the youth group partook in Winter Camp at Covenant Harbor. The students learned more 
about King David and the power within us with God on our side. During winter camp, students participated in 
games against other youth groups, attended 2 learning sessions (unfortunately we had to leave early due to a 
snowstorm), and spent quality time together as a group.  

Throughout the year, the students were involved in volunteering in activities such as the 5k at Camp 
Tecumseh, raking leaves at the church, filling Easter eggs with candy, and setting up the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  

There were also other fun activities sprinkled in throughout the semester, such as the camp out at 
Camp Tecumseh and our Journey Trip to Joshua House.  

We are thankful to all of the parents and leaders who have continued to support our middle and high 
school students.  
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• February – Potluck Dinner and Bingo 
• April – Pottery and Unfinished Projects Night 
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We will be meeting together as a team for our annual planning retreat in June or July and look 
forward to seeing what God has in store for us this coming year. 
 

Worship (Mike Tetrault) 
Reflecting on this past year at Riverside Covenant Church, I am filled with gratitude for the work God is 

doing in our midst. It has been a fruitful and productive season for the Worship Ministry. As we have gathered 
week after week to worship in spirit and in truth, I have been encouraged and blessed to witness the ways 
God is moving among us. 

One area of growth this year has been within our volunteer teams. We were thrilled to welcome three 
new members to the tech booth: Gerry White, Joe Braund, and Amanda Braund. Their willingness to serve has 
been a vital answer to prayer. Building this team is particularly crucial right now, as several of our key long-
term tech volunteers are at or nearing graduation. Having a group of skilled individuals ensures that our 
services will continue to be accessible and engaging both in-person and online. 

Regarding our physical infrastructure, this year brought both a challenge and an eventual victory. We 
initially faced a setback with our planned audio-visual system updates when our original contractor, Sound 
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led us to a more comprehensive solution. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Pastor Ara and Bobby Dorn, along 
with valuable input from Everette Mills, we were able to partner with a new contractor, ForceTech. 

ForceTech is currently completing a holistic overhaul of our system. Rather than simply patching old 
problems, they are replacing failing components and installing high-quality pieces that will serve Riverside well 
into the future. While this project is more involved and required a larger financial investment than we had 
planned in last year’s exploration, the progress and scope of the work are well worth it. We are building a 
foundation for excellence in our worship environment for years to come. 

Beyond the technical aspects, the heart of this ministry remains its people. It has been a huge 
encouragement to see the continued faithfulness of our long-term volunteers. It is also encouraging to see 
team members step into new leadership roles. In particular, it has been wonderful to see Karsten Mohn lead 
worship several times this year. Watching that gift grow and flourish in him has been a highlight for our entire 
team. 

On a personal note, this winter was a painful season for me as I lost my father to cancer. During that 
difficult time, Riverside’s love was tangible and abundantly evident. It meant the world to have so many team 
members step in and cover all the needed tasks in the midst of my uncertain schedule. This ministry is more 
than just a list of tasks; it is a team that carries one another’s burdens. 

As previously announced, I will be stepping down from my role as worship leader at the end of June. 
This milestone marks 10 years and one month of serving at Riverside—a journey that has been a blessing 
every step of the way. While I am leaving this staff position, I am excited to remain a part of this body and 



 

continue participating as a volunteer under the capable leadership of Becky Wellner. I am confident that God 
will continue to do great things among us, for He is always faithful to complete the good work He began. 
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